IgG paraproteins in neurological diseases: lack of association with neurotropic viral/bacterial antigens.
In this study we tested the hypothesis that IgG paraproteins in neurological diseases might be regarded as an anti-idiotypic response raised by a nervous system antigen associated with certain neurotropic agents. After initial ELISA screen, positive samples from 34 neurological patients who had paraproteins in their CSF and serum on routine IEF investigation, were tested by immunoblot technique for the presence of specific monoclonal immunoglobulin G (IgG) against eight different neurotropic antigens. Only one patient had specific monoclonal IgG against herpes simplex virus. The results of this study did not confirm our hypothesis. Further study of IgM/IgA paraproteins is indicated.